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The  Costume  Collection  
The costume collection of more than two thousand 

 pieces is more accurately described as dress and 

   textiles. We have women’s, men’s and children’s clothes, 

but also lace, quilts, Ayrshire blankets, dress fabrics,  

 

paper  patterns, and more than a eight hundred 

accessories, fans, hats, jewellery, parasols, and  

embroidery. As you would expect we have an excellent    

collection of Ayrshire whitework. The exhibitions 

change from period to period on a annual basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A recent appraisal described this as a “significant “ collection 

of  Scottish  costume. Since most come from local families, 

we know in many cases who wore them, when and for what 

occasion. 
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   01294  552448     www dalgarvenmill. org  

    email  :  admin @ dalgarvenmill. org. uk 

The Coffee Room is open to all 
visitors to the site. It serves light 
lunches, home made soups, 
delicious home baking and very 
good coffee. Booking for groups 
is essential. 

Byre Antiques have an ever 
changing stock of high quality  
furniture and a wide selection of 
collectables including  Beswick 
and  Moorcroft.  

 Restoration is our speciality. 

We are open all year, but closed on Mondays  
Easter to October Tues-Saturday 10.00 -17.00 

Sunday 11.00 -17.00  From October  to Easter the times remain the 
same, except we close at 16.00  on weekdays 

How to find us:  
From Ayr and the South stay on the A78 to the Sharphill  

Roundabout, take the  B 714 road  to  Dalry, turn  right on the A737, 
we are two miles down this road towards Kilwinning. From Glasgow 
take junction 28a past the Airport and follow the A737 through Beith 
and Dalry towards Kilwinning.   

From Largs and the Coast follow the A78 to the  

Sharphill  Roundabout, take the B 714 to Dalry and then turn right 
onto the A737, we are two miles towards Kilwinning. 



The  Museum Collections 
 
The original creators of the museum set out to 
tell the story of a vanishing rural workforce and 
their lifestyle. The excellently displayed items 
of machinery, hand tools, furniture and other-
memorabilia, illustrate agriculture, dairy work, 
laundry and home life.  

The tools and products of various tradesmen 
such as joiners, carpenters, wheelwrights, 
saddlers, cobblers and others show the skills 
of the other members of the rural community.  

The extremely fine collection of eighteenth and 
nineteenth century furniture and furnishings is 
displayed in room settings which for many are 
a highlight of their visit. The bothy, a one 
roomed home, is set out like the interior           
described in Robert Burns ‘s poem                
“The Cottar’s Saturday Night ",as the family 
prepare themselves for bed and for the coming 
Sabbath.                                                               
In a recent independent Appraisal, the                 
collections held in the Museum were deemed 
to be of  �   national , if not international ,       
significance  �  
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The original Victorian machinery was removed 
during the nineteen forties but the grain or flour 
mill has now been restored  to its original state 
using a set of machinery from a mid nineteenth 
century mill in the Scottish Borders. The recently 
restored water wheel now powers the millstones, 
the graders, fanners and sack hoist. 

As the only existing mill in the west of Scotland 
this a unique opportunity to see Victorian          
machinery and water  power at work. Models and 
drawings illustrate the complex systems, and a                    
photographic exhibition and a new book show the          
struggle to rebuild the heavy complex machinery. 
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Many visitors omit to look at the building itself, but 
it is one of the tallest and oldest stone built, timber               
structured buildings in Scotland, and deserves its 
listing as a vernacular architectural masterpiece.  

The  Dalgarven  Mills 
�
There have been two mills here 
since 1614 but the original mill 
dates from 1203 and was the 
waulk mill for the Abbey of 
Kilwinning. Both of these were powered by the 
water of the River Garnock, as is the present mill. 
After a fire in 1868 the present very large mill and 
granaries were built ,as were a new weir and lades 
and sluices. The courtyard that the visitor now 
enters was created by the addition of a miller’s 
house, stables, byres and barns. Redundant by 
1972 the entire group of listed buildings have been 
wonderfully restored to house the country life and 
costume collections of the Museum. The Victorian 
grain mill has also been re-created and the water 
wheel is again operational, and turns daily in 
summer. 

The  riverside walk and the new view point allow 
visitors to enjoy the beauty of this unique corner of 
Ayrshire and literally step back into the living past.  
In spring and summer the display of wild flowers is 
superb and the sandbed or river beach allows safe 
access to the fishes, insects and birds of the 
riverbank. 
 Museums Galleries Scotland have recently 
declared  the Museum to be an “excellent 
Institution" representing the life of the region and of 
Ayrshire in particular. 
. 
We are a registered Scottish Charity  SC 022937 

Welcome to Ayrshire Museum of  Country Life and Costume 


